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EXECUTIVE SUTRMARY

It its "Repert o the Trestmeant by the Coalition Forces of Prisoners of War and otlver
profected persons it lrmg”, He nternational Committee of the Hed Gross (ICRC)
draws the attention of the Coglition Fovces (hereafier called "the GFY) o & number of
serous viclations of Intemations! Humanitarian Law. These viokations have baen
dgocumented and sormetimes cbserved while visiting posoners of war, civilian
intatnees and other profected persons by the Geneva Coaventions (hereaftar called
persons deprived of theif libery when their status is not specifically mentioned) in
fraq between March and Noverber 2003, During its vigits to places of intermnment of
the CF, the ICRC callected aliegations during private Interviews with persens
daprived of their liberty relating lo the treatment by the OF of protecied persons
dusing thelr caplure, arrest, ransfer, inlarmment and infervogation,

The migin viokations, which are described in the ICRC report and prasented
canfidentislly to the CF, include:

Brutality against protected persons upon capiure and initis! custody, sometimas

causing death of serfous injury
¢ Absence of nolification of arrest of persons deprived of their ibery to their
farnilies causing distress among persons deprived of thelr livery and their famiies
Physical or psycholagical costcion during inierregation to secure information
Prolunged solitary confinement in celis devold of daylight
Excessive and disproportionata use of force against parsons deprived of their
liberty resulting in death or injury during their petiod of infernment
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Serious problems of conduct by the GF affacting persans deprived of thair liberty are
also presented in (he reporn:

¢ Lelzure and confiscation of private belongings of persons deprived of thelr iberty
Exposure of persons deprived of their iberly (o dangerous (asks
Holding pereens deprived of their liberty in dangerous placas whara they arg not

nretecied from shalling

Acconding 10 allegations collected by ICRO delegates during private infervigws witls
persons deprived of their liberty, il-tteatment during capture was frequen{, While
cartain circumstances might require defensive precautions and the use of force on
the part of hattle group unfts, the ICRC collected allegations of i-treatmend following
capture which 1ok place in Baghdad, Basrah, Ramadi and Tikrit, indicating o
consistent pattern with respect to times and places of brutal behavior during amest.
The repetition of such behavior by CF appeared (o go beyond the reasonabile,
lagiticnate and progortional use of force required to apprehend suspects or restrain
persons resisting areest of capture, and seemed to reflect 2 usual modus operandi by

certain GF battle group units.

According to the allegations collectad by the ICRE, Hl-treatment during intefragation
was not systemalic, excopt with regard 1o persons arrested in connection with
suspected secunly offences or deemad fo have an “intelligence” value, In these
cases, persans deprived of their liberty under supervision of the Military Intelligence
were at mgh risk of being subjected lo a variety of harsh reafiments ranging from
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incufts, threats and humilistions o bath physical and psyshidogival coarclen, wivich in
GOME CHSES Wad tantamount to torlure, W order o forcs cooperalion with their

et ogalons,

The ICRE slso staiied o dooument what appeared (o be widsspead abuse of power
aid -reatment by the iragl pollee which s under the responsibiiity of the
Oooupying Powers, incluging threats 1o hand over persons in thelr custedy (o the GF
g0 25 to extort money rom them, effective hand aver of such persons to the custody
of the CF on allegedly fake accusations, or invoking GF erdars or instructions w
mistreat persons deprived of their iberty during interrogation.

inihe case of the "High Value Detsinees” held in Baghdad (nternational Alrpart, their
continued intarnment, several months afler their arest, in siric! solitary
genfinoment in cells deveid of suntight for nearly 2% hours & day constituted a
serious violation of the Thitd and Fourlh Geneva Conventions.,

The €RC was also concemed about the excessive snd disproporiionats use of
forea by some detaining authorities against persons deprived of their libenty involved
guring their Intermment durng perods of unrest or escape attempis that caused
death and serious injuries, The use of frearms against persons deprived of their
liberty in circumstanees whare methods without using firearms could have yielded the
saime result could amaunt o a serious viclation of International Humanitatian Law,
The ICRC reviewed a number of incidents of shootings of persons deprived of their
fiperty with Hve bullets, which have resulted In deaths or injuries during periods of
unrest retated to conditions of intemment or escape affempts, Investigations initiated
by the GF into these incidents concluded that the use of firearms against parsons
deprived of thelr berty was legiimate. However, non-ethal measures could tave
heen used o ohiain the same results and guell the demonstrations of neutralize

peraons deprived of their liherty tyving to escape.

§ince the beginning of the conflict, the ICRC has regulady brought iis concerns ta the
atiention of the CF. The observations in the present reporf &re consistent with those
miade earlier on several occasions erally and in wiiting 1o the CF throughout 2003, In
spite of some Improvements in the materizl canditions of internment, allegations of il-
treatment perpelrated by members of the CF against persons deprived of their tiberty
continued t bae collzcted by the ICRC and thus suggested that the uee of ill-
traatmant against persons deprived of their iberty went beyand exceptional cases
and might be considered as a practics {olerated by the CF,

The IGRC report does nof 6iM (6 be exhaustive with regard (o breaches of
Interngdonal Humanitarian Law by the CF in fraq, Rathee, it itustrates priority areas
that wairant attention and corrective action an the part of CF, in compliance with their
friternatonal Hurmanitarian Law obligations,

Consequently the ICREO asks the authoriies of the CF in fraq;

to respect at all times the human dignity, physical integrity and culturs
sensitivily of the persong deprived of their iberly bigld under their conrot

o set up a system of notifications of arrest (o ensure quick and zeourate
transraission of information to the families of persons deprived of their liverty
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to prevant all forms of tktreatment, moral of physicel coercion of pereony
deprived of their Hhety in relation (o intarrogalion

tey set up au inlernment regime which ensures the respect of the psychological
irtegrity and hiuman dignity of the persang deprived of theic ibenty

to enaure that all persons deprived of thelr libarty are allowed sufficient time
avary day outside in the sunfipht, and that they are aliowed to move nd
ex@rsise in the outside yard

to defice and spply tegulstions and sanciions compatible with Inemational
Humanitarian Law and 1o ansure that persons daprived of thair iberty are fully
informed upon arival sbout such reguiations and sanctions

to theroughly investigate vielations of International Humanitarian Law in order
to determing responsibiliies and prosecute those found responsible for
vilations of International Mumanitarian Law

to ensure that biatite group units arresting individuals and staff in charge of
intarnment facilities recaive adequsts training enabling them o operate in 2
proper manner and Wil thelr responsibilities 25 arresting authority without
resorting to Ikreatment or making excessive use of foroe,

INTRODUGTION
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4 Thie Wtemations Commities of the Red Cross (ICRG) is nendated by the High
Cuntrzcting Parties © the Geneve Gonventions to monitor the il spplicition of and
reapeet for the Third and Fourth Genave Conventions regarding the treatment of
nersong deprived of thelr iberty. The HERG reminds the High Contracting Parles
cancsrnad, usbally i1 a confidential way, of their humanitarian obligations under all
four Geneve Conventions, in particular the Third and Fourth Genava Convendions as
{ar a9 the treatment of persons deprved of thelr herty is concgrned and under
Frotacot { of 1977 additional o ihe Geneva Conventions, conficmad and reaffirmed
rules of custamary ave and upiversally acknowledged principles of humsnity.

Tha infofrmation contained in this report is basad on allegations poliected by the I(CRC
in private interviews with persons deprived of their iberly during its visits to places of
irtermrent of fhe Coalifion Forces (CFY betwean Mareh and November 2003, The
allegations have been thoreughly revised in order (o present this report 25 factually
as possible. The teportis also based on other accounts given either by fellow
persens deprived of their liberty inside infernment facilities or by family members.
During this period, the ICRC conducted some 29 visits in 14 internment (acilities in
the eantral and southem pans of the country. The testimonies were coliscted in
Camp Croppef (Core Holding Area, Military infelligenes secting, "High Value
Delaineas" section); Al-Salinlyve, Tasferat and Al-Russafa prisons; Abu Ghraib
Correctiona) Faciiity (including Camp Vigilant and the "Milkary inteliigence” section);
Ureyn Crasr and Camip Bucca, as well as severa! temporary internment plecas such
as Talll Trang-shipmen Place, Camp Condar, Amarah Camp and the Field Hospital

i Shaibah,

The ICRG sonditions fer visits to parsons deprived of their liberty in intemment
facilities are comman for ail cotntfies whare the arganization operates, They can be
argressad as follows:

The [GRC must have access to all persans depeived of their liberty who come
within its mandate in thely placa of intermment

The ICRC must be able to talk freely and in private with the persons deprived
of their liberty of its choice and o register thelr identity

o The [CRG must be guthwrized fo repeat s visits to the parsons deprived of

their liberty
The IGRC must be notifizd of arests, ransfers and releases by the detaining

authorities

=]

Egch visit to parsons deprivid of their Eberly is carried out in accordance with
ICRO's working procedures expressed as follows:

«  Atihe beginning of sach visit, the ICRC delegales speak with the detaining
suthorities to presznt the ICRC's mandate and the purpose of the vislt s well
as o obtain gensral information an imernment conditions, fotal of interned
popuiation and movements of persons deprived of their iibedy (release, arest,
transfer, daath, hospitalization).

e ThelCRC delegates, acoompaniad by he detaining autharites tour the
internment premises.
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The IGRG delegates hold private hiendaws with peraong of thelr ¢hoice whe
are deprved of thelr ey, with no time lirmit i g place feely chosen and
recassary registel them,

At the and of each visit, the delegates hold a finel Wl with the detaining
suthorities to inform them ahout the 1CHCs findings aid recemmendations.

@

2. The gl of the repoit is to present infarmation coflected by the ICRC
songeming the treaftment of prisonars of way by the GF clviian intermess and olher
proteciad persens deprived of their tiberty during the process of amest, tansfer,
interrment and inlerrogation.

3 The main places of internment where mistreatmant allegedly took place
inciuded hattte group unit stations, the military inteligence sections of Camp Cropper
atd Abu Ghrain Conectional Facifity; Al-Baghdadi, Heat Base and Habbania Camp
in Ramadi govemnorate; Tikiit olding area (former Saddam Mussein Islamic School),
& former train station in AlKhaim, near the Syran border, turned inio 2 military hase;
the Ministry of Defense and Presidential Palace in Baghtad, the former mukhabaral
office io Basrah, as well as several Iragi polics stations in Baghdad.

&, fn most cases, the allrgations of W-irealment referred o acts that agourred
prior fo the internimient of persons deprived of their liberly in regular intetnment
faciliies, white they were in the custody of arresting authorities or military and civiliam
intelligence personnel. When persang deprived of theit liberly wets transfered o
regular intermant facifities, such as thase administered by the military police, where
the hehavior of guards was strictly supervised, iibtreatment of the type descrited in
this repart usually ceased. In thege placss, violations of provisions of Infernational
Hurtanitarian Law refating (o the freatment of persons deprived of their berly were a
resul of the generally peor standard of inlernment conditiona {long term infernmeant in
unsuitable teraperary faoifities) or of the use of what appeared (o be excessive loree
e gued] unrest of to preven! atfempted estapes.

1. TEEATHMENT DURING ARREST

&. Frotected persons interviewed by ICRC delegates have described a fairty
consigtent pattern with respect o timas and places of biutalify by membars of the CF

arresting tham.

B, Aprasts as described in these allegations tended to follow & pattern. Arresting
autherifies entered houses ususily afler dark, breaking down doors, waking up
residents roughly, yelling erders, forcing family membars o one room under military
guard while searching the rest of the house and further breaking doors, cabinets and
other propecty. They arrested suspects, tying their hands in the back with flexi-cutls,
hoading them, and taking them zway. Sometimes they arrested all adult males
present it g hause, including elderty, handicapped or sick people, Trealment ofien
inclsded pushing peopl araund, insultlng. raking aim with rifles, punching and
cisking and striking with rifles. [ndividuals ware oftien led away in whatever they
hagpensd to be wearing at the time of arrest — sometimas in pyjamas of undenwear —
and wera denled the opgontunity 10 gather a faw gssential belongings, sueh as
clothing, hypiene ffems, medicine or eyeglasaes. Those who surrendered with




Lol

e often had helr belongings cordflscated. In many Cases perasonat belongings
izt during the arrest, with ne receipt being ssuad (see saction 6, hefouw).

7. Certain GF military infelfgencs ¢fficens teld the [CRC that tn thelr estimats
betwaeen TO% and 90% of the pargons deprived of their fberty in lraq had been
arestad by mistake, They also stirbuted the brufality of some arrests to the lack of
proper supervision of hetife group units.

&. In goeordance with provisions of infernational Humanifarfan Law which oblige
the OF o lreat prisoners of war and other profected persons humanely and {o protect
thern ageinst zcte of violernics, Hweats thereof, infimidation and insufts {Art 18, 14,17,
07, Third Genevy Gonvention; Arl. §, 27, 31,32, 33 Fourth Genava Convention), the
HCRE asks the authodties of CF fo raspect al all imes the human dignity, physical
infegrdty and cultural sensitivity of the persons depdvad of their iiberly hald under
their cordrol. The ICRQ also asks the authonities of CF lo ensure thal hattle group
units arvesting iodividusls receive sdequate lraiming enabling thar to oparate n a
proper imaanar and (I thelr responsibiiies without resorting to brutality or using

exoessive farce.

1.9 Molification to famiiies and information for arreatees

4. tev almmost &l instances documented by the ICRE, arresting autharities
provvided ao nformation about who they were, where their base was located, nor did
they expiain the cause of errest, Similarly, they racely informed the arrestes or his
farrdly wheve he was baing taken and for how lang, resuliing in the de facto
“disappearance” of the arrestes for weeks or even monfng untl contact was finally

msde.

10, Wher arrests were made in the strests, alang the roads, or at checkpoints,
famifies wete net informed about what had happened to the aresteas until they
managed to race therm or recaived naws gbotd them through persoas who had baen
deprived of their ibardy but were later released, visiting family membars of fellow
persons geprived of thelr ibeny, or ICRG Red Cross Megsages, In the absence of a
system {0 notify the famiies of the whersabouls of their arrested relatives, many
werg lefl withoul news for months, often fearing that their retatives unaccountad for

wers dead.,

1. Nine months info the present canflict, there is still no satisfactorily functioning
system of nofification to the families of captured or arrestad persons, even though
fiynareds af arrests continue to be carried out every week, While the main places of
intarnment (Camp Bucea and Abu Ghraib) are part of a centralized notificatian
system through the Nationg! Information Bureau (and their data are forwarded
electronically ta the ICRC on a regular basis), other places of internment stch as
Massul or Tikit are not. Notifications rom those places therefore depend solely an
capture ot intemment sards as stipuleted by the Third and Fourth Genava

Convantions.
Since March 2003 capture cards have often been filled out carelessly, resulting in

unnecessaly delays pf several waaks or months before families wers notified, and
sometimes resulting i no nefification at all. # is the respengibility of the detaining
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aultority o see o | hal sach capture orinferment sard is carsfully fled ou so that
e GRG g in s posilion (o effectively deliver them (o families, The current systens of
Ganeral Information Centers (GIC), get up under the esponsibility of the
Husmsnitanan Assistance Goordination Centers (HACC), while an improvement,
reriging nadeduaie, as families otside he main fowns do ool have access 1o the,
fists made available are not complete and often cuidated and do nat reflecst the
frecuert transfers om ona place of intemment fo anether. I the sbsencs of a betisr
alfernative, the ICRL's delivery of accurate caplure cards remains the most refiahls,
prampt snd effective syatem fo natify the families, provided cards are propedy filled

Gt

The ICREG has raised (his issue repaatedly with the detaining authorities since March
2003, including at the highest fevel of the CF in August 2003, Despite some
improvement, hundeeds of families have had fo wail anxiously for waeks and
somatinas months before leaming of the wheraabouts of their arrested family
merbers, Many farmifies travel for waeks throughout the country from one place of
internment o another in search of their refafives and often come to learn aboeut their
whesenbouts informally {through released detainees) or when the person deprived of

RS libarty is refeases and returns home,

1. Similarty, tansters, cases of sickness at the timé of arrest, deaths, escapes or
repatriations confinue to be notified only insufficiently or are not notified at 2l by the
CF to the families in spite of their obligation o da so under International

Hupnaritarizn Law,

13, In accordance with provisions of both the Third Geneva Gopvention (A, 70,
122 183 and the Fourth GGeneva Convention (Art. 108, 138, 137, 138, 144), the
SORE reminds the CF of their trealy-based obligation fo nolity promptly the fomifies of
all prisaners of war and ofher profected permong captunsy of arvesled by them, Within
one waek, prsoners of war and civilian inlernees must be afiowed (0 il out caplure
ar infermment eands menlioning gt the very least their capfure/arrast, adtless (curent
mace of delention/intemment) and stale of health. These cards must be forwarded 25
vepidly as possible and may not be defayed n any manner. As fong a5 there is na
centralizad system of nofifications of arrest set up by CF, it is of paramaunt
impartance that these ceplure cards be fillad out gropedy, 0 a5 to slfow the (CEG o
franserit tham rapidly to the concemed families.

14, The sama obfigation of nofification fo families of caplured or arrested parsons
epplies to irenslers, cases of sicknass, deaths. escapes and repatiation and
iwentificalion of the daad of the adverse parly. All these events must be nalified ta the
ICRC with the full details of the persons concemed, so as (o allow the ICRC fo nform
the concemed famflies (Art. 120, 321, 122 123 Thind Genava Convention; Ad,
129,130, 136, 137, 140 Fourih Geneva Convention).

Z, TREATRENT DURIKG TRANSFER AND INITIAL CUSTOGY
18, The ICRC collectad several allegafions indicating that futlowing arrest;

persons deprived of thair libery were ilkreated, sometimes during ransfer from thais
place of arrest to their inifial interment facilify. This il-reatment would normally stop
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By the time the persots machad a reguler ntemment faclity, such ag Camp Crapper,
(;r? '19 Bucea or Aby Ghealb. The [CRO also collectes one aliggation of deatk
regulting from harsh corditions of iterment and dhirpatment durlng itz custody,
165 (ne ﬁil&g ation collested by the ICRG concemed the arrest of aine men by the
CF i g hotel in Basrsh on 13 September 2003, Pollowing thelr arrest, the nine mena
were made to kneel, face and hands against the ground, as if In 8 prayer nosition.
The soldiers stamped on the back of the necl of those ralsing their head. They
aorfiseated their money without igsuing a recaipt. The suspects wers taken to Al-
Hakirniys, & former office previously used by the mukhabars! i Basrah and then
beaten seversly by CF personnel, One of the arrestees died following the ill-
trpatiment i R Feged 28, marmed, father of fwo children) Prior to his
death, his co-arrettees heard him screaming and asking for asalstance.

The issued "Intermational Death Cedificate’ mentioned "Cardio-respiratory arest —
asphyxia' as the condition directly leading to the death. As (o the cause of that
condition, § mentioned "Unknown” and "Refer 1o the coroner™. The cartificate did not
bear any other mention. An eyewitness' description of the body given to the ICRC
rrientionad a broken nose, severat braken ribs and skin lesions on the face consistent
with bealings. The father of the victirn was informed of his death an 18 September,
and was invited to identify the body of his son. On 3 Getober, the commander of the
GF in Basrsh presented fo him hie condolences and iformed kim that an
investigation had been launched and that those responsible would be punished. Two
ather persons depfived of thek lberny were hospitalised with severe injuries.
Siraitarly, 8 week later, an ICRC medical doctor examined them i the hogpital and
obgsorved large haematomas with dried scabs on the abdomen, buttocks, sides,
tnlgh, weists, nose and forehead consistent with their accounts of beatings received,

17, Duwing & «isit of the ICRC in Camp Bucea o 22 September 2003, a 61-vear
ald persen deprived of his Lberty atleged that he had been tied, hooded and foreed o
sit on the hot surface of what be surmised (o be the engine of @ vehicks, which had
caused severe hums o his bultocks, The victin had lost cansciousness, The ICRG
abserved fztge crusted lesions consistent with his allegation.

18, The ICRC examined anether persen deprived of his Bbery in (e “High Value
Letainses” section in October 2003 who had been subjected to & similar treatment.
He had been hooded, handouffed in the back, and made to lie face down, on a hot
syrface duiing ransgettation. This had caused severe skin burns that required three
monthe hospitalization, At the fime of the interviaw he had been recantly discharged
from hospital He had to undergo several slin grafis, the amputation of his right index
finger, and suffered the permanent loss of the use of his lefi fitth finger secondary 1©
hurn-induced skin retraction, He also suffered exlensive burns over the abdomen,
atterior aspects of the lower extremities, the palm of his right hand and the zole of
his iR foot. The ICRC recommended to the CF that the case he investigated o
deferming the cause and circumstances of the injuries and the authority responsivie
for the ii-treatment, Al the time of witing the results of the report were still pending,

18 During transporiation foliowing arrest, parsons deprived of their tiberty were
slmost 2iways hooded and tightly restrained with flaxi-quffs, Thay wese occasionally
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inese marks campatible with repested whipplng or bealing. He had

itgematoms and
adilale with tiols fexi-culfs,

i
wisE fharks comp
The IGRC also collacted sfegations of deaths 48 a resull of harb lnlsrranent
cangiions, ii-reatment, ok of medical aftention, or the combination thereof, notably
it Therit Malding arsa formierly known ag the Saddam Husseln lslamic Schaol.

22, Some CF militery ntelligence officers told the ICRC thal the widespraad ill-
tragtment of percons deprived of thelr iberly during anest, initid internment and
"actical questioning” was due 1o 3 lack of military police o the grotnd o superdse
ant cantrol he behavior and activities of the baftle groups units, and the kaek of
experiencs of intelligence officers i charge of ihe “actical questioning™

23 in am:arc%%b@ with provisions of intemalionst Humenttaran Law which oblige
the OF to treal prisoners of war and other protected persons fiumanely and (o profect
thear against acts of vietance, freats thereqy, intimidation and insulfs (Arf, 13, 14,17,
87, Third Geneva Convention; Arficles 5, 27, 31,32 33 Fourth Geneva Canvenlion),
the {CRC asks the suthonfes of the CF fo respect 8t gl fimes ifre human dignity,
phiysival integrily and cultural sensifivily of the persons deprived of thelr liberty held in

lrag undar their eanltrod,

Tha ICRE also asks the authoriios of the GF to wnsura that batle Group unils
transferring andior holding individuals regeive adequale lraining enabling them o -
aperale In a proper manner and meet (heir raspansibliities withoul resoring (o

brutedity or using exeessive e,
3. THREATHMENT BURING INTERROGATIGN

24, Arrests were usually followed by temporary infernment 2t battte group level or
al initial interrogation facifies managed by military intelligencs personnel, But
zucessible @ other inteligence porsonnal (especially in the case ol security
delainess). The iiHreatment by the GF personnel during infertagation was not
systemalic, except with regard 1o persons anested in connection with suspected
sacurity offences or deemed (0 have an "infelligence” valie, In these cases, persons
deprived of thei liberly suparvised by the military intelligence were subjectad (o a
veriety of i-tteatments ranging from insults and humiliatien ta bath physical and
psychological cosrrion that in some casas might amount to forture in order fo force
thern to cooperate with thelr interrogators. fn certain cases, such as in Aby Ghrail
riiitary infelligence section, methods of physical and paychaiogical coercion used by
the interrogators appeared to be part of the standard aperating pracedures by military
infefligence personnel to obtzin confessions and axtract infarmation. Several military
infelligence officers confirmed to the ICRC that it was part of the mitary intelligence
process o hold a person deprived of his iberty naked in g completely dark and
empty cell for & pradonged period to use ishumane and degrading reatmen,
including physical and psychological coerclon, against persons deprived of their
[foarty to sacura thelr cooperation.
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5.4 Mathods of Horealment

(.}.‘g [
55 The metheds of limatment most frequently allegsd during interrogation
inciuried

Haoding, used fo prevent people from seeing and 1 disodent thery, and alsi W0
nrevent them from breathing fraely. One or sormatimes two bags, gomatimes with
20 efastic bindold over the eyes which, when sfipped down, further impeded
proper breathing, Heoding was sometimes usad in conjunclion with beatings thls
increasing anxiety as to when blows would came. The practice of hoading also
aflowed the interrogators to remain anorymous and thuy to act with impunity,
Heading could kast for periods from a few hours 1o up 10 2 10 ¢ cansecutive days,
during which hoods were lifted only for drinking, ealing or guing to the tollets,
Handeufiing with flexi.cuffs, which were someatimes made so light and used for
such extended periods that they caused skin lasions and fong-lenmn aferefiects
an the hands (nerve daimage), 2a obsarved by the IGRG;

Beatings with hard objests fincluding pistols and rifles), slkapping, punching,
Kicking with knees ot feet on varsus parts of the body (legs, sides, [ower back,
Qroing;

Prassing the face into the ground with hoots;

Threats {(of ikreatment, reprisals agaiost family iembers, Imatinent axgcution of
transfar to Guantanameo):

Being stripped naked far several days while held in salitary corfinemant i an
amply and sumpletely dark cell thal included o fatrine.

Baing held in solitary confinement combinsd with threats (o intern the individual
indefinitely, to arrest other family members, (o transfer the individual to
Guzntanamas), insufficient sleep, food or water deprivation, minimal access to
showers (Wwice a weelk), denial of access to anen air and prohitition of contacts
with ather parsans deprivad of their liberly;

Belng peraded naked outside cells in front of other persons deprived of their
libery, and guards, sometimes houded of with women's underwesr over the head;
Acts of humitistion such @s being made to stand naked against the wall of the csl
with arme raised or with women's underwear over the head for protenged pariods
—~wehife eing laughed &t by guards, ingluding female guards, and somefimes
photographed in this position; :

Being attached repeatedly over several days, for several hours each time, with
handauffs to the bars of their aell door in humiliating (.. naked or in underwear)
andlor uncomfontable position causing physical pain;

Exposure while hooded 1o loud nose or music, prolonged exposure while hooded
fo the sun over several hours, including doring the hotlest time of the day when
termperatures could rezch 50 degrees Celsius (122 degrees Fahrenheit) er higher,
Being forced to remain for prafonged neriods in stress positions such ag squatting
or sianding with or without the arms lited,

[

26 These methods of physical and pgychological coarcion were used by the
milifary intelligence in a syslematic way 10 gain confessions and extract information
or othar forms of co-eperation from persans who had been arfested in connection
with suspected securily offences or deemied (o have 2n "intelligence value™.
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54 Rty Intelligenee seclive, “"Abu Ghvall Gorsetionad Fauiliy®

2T tn mid-Cotaber 2003, hie ICRO visited persony daprived of their herty
undergaing interegation by military infelligence officars in Unit 14, the “isolation
santion” of "Abu Ghraib” Correctionsl Facility, Most of these persons deprived of their
liherty had been armested in eardy Detober, During the vigit, ICRC delegates direcity
witngesed and ducumented a variely of methods usead to saoure the cooperation of
the persans deprived of their liberty with their interrogators. I parfloutar they
witnesaed the practive of keeping persons deprived of their ibery complefely naked
ie) fetally empty concrete cells and iy ttal darknass, allegedly for several consecutive
days. Ugon witnessing such casaes, the ICRC interrupted Bs visils and requesied an
exptanation frol the authorities, The military intefigence sfficer in charge of the
interrogation explained that this practice was "gart of the process®. The process
appeared to be b give-and-take policy wherehy persons deprived of their berty were
“drin-fed" with new iterns (clothing, bedding, hygiene articles, lit cell, efe.) in
exchanrge for thelr "coopetation”. The (CRU also vigited other persons deprived of
their liberty held in tota! darkness, others in dimly 6t cells wha had been allowed to
dress following periods during whith they had been held naked, Several kad been
given women's underwear o wear under their jumpsuif (men's undamnwear was not

distributed), which they felf o be humiliating.

The ICRC documented other forms of illtreatmant, usually combined with those
deseribad above, inchuding threats, insulls, verhal viclence, sleep deplivation esused
by the playing of loud music of constant light in calls devoid of windows, tight
handeuffing with fexi-cuffs causing lasions and wounds around the wrists,
PFunistiment included being made to walk in the corridors handeuffed 4nd nakad, or
with weeimen's underwear an the head, or being handoufied sithar dressed or nalked
i e bead bars of the cell door. Some persons deprived of their liberty presented
physical marks and psychalogical sympioms, which ware compatible with these
sllegations. The ICRC medical delegate examined persans depfived of their libery
presenting sighs of concantration dificulies, memorny protilems, varbal expression
difficuities, incoherent sgeech, acute anxiely reactions, sbnormal behaviour and
suicidal tendencies. These symptoms appearad o have been caussd by the
methods and duration of intetrogation. One person held in isolation that the ICRG
examined, Was unresponsive to verbal and painful stimull. His heart rate was 120
beats per rminute and his respiratory rate 18 per minute. He was diagnosed as
suffering from somatoform {reental) disorder, speciically a conversion disorder, most
likely gue to the il-reatment he was subjecied to during intermogation.

According fo the allegations sollecled by the ICRE, defaining authornities also
continued o keep persons deptived of thelr fiberty during the period of interregation,
wainformed of the reasan for their amest. They were often questionad without
kKnowing what they were accused of. They were nof allowed to ask guestions and
wera not grovided with 2n opponunity (o seek clarification about the reason for their
arrest. Their eatment tended fo vary according to their degres of caopecation with
their inerrogators: those who cooperated were afforded preferential freatment such
as heing allowed contacts with other persons deprived of their fiberty, being allowed
to phione their families, being given clothes, bedding equipment, food, water or
sigaretles, heing allowed access to showers, being held in a lif c&ll, eto,
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Sndt
persens daprived of thelr herty undergoing intenogation, whieher they had beaa
arresied by Britieh, Danlsh, Duich or ltalian armed forces were segrogatad fron other
nternees ih a separate seclion of the camp designed for investigation. This seetion
was initially operated by the British Armizd Forces who called it Joint Meld
imtellipence Team (JFIT). On 7 Aprl, iis adminisiration was handed over lo the US
Armed Forgas, wiich renamed if Jaint Interogation Facilityfinterogation Gontrat
Element (JIFACE). On 26 Seplember 2003, its adminisiration was handed back {6
tha British Armed Forees,
39, CF intelligence personngl intervogated persons deprived of thelt libecty of
concerm to them in this section. Thay were either accused of altacks against the CF
or ceermed (o have an "ineliigence valug”, They could be held there from a Yew days
to severst weeks, unfil their interrogation was completed. During a visit in September
2003, the I0RG interviewed In that section several persons deprived of their ibery
that had been held thete for pariads from thres 1o four weeks.

e T T
\iés were rautinely treated by their guands with general cordempt,

Egﬁ;ﬁfﬁaiiy. inma

vt path vinlercl BUCh a9 having arders screamed at thern and being cursed,
kicked, struck with rfle buits, roughed uw or pushed around, They were repartedly
handeuffed in the back and hooded for the duration of the interregation and were
prohisited from talking to each other of to the guards. Heoding appeared to be
motivaied by security concerns as well as (o be part of standard intimidation
technigues weed by military lnteligence personnal ta frighten inmates into
cooperating. This was combined with deliberately maintaining uncersingy about whial
wondd happen to the inmates, and a aenerally hogtile attitude on the part of the
guards. Conditions of inferament imgroved accarding to the degree of cooperatien of
the persang deprived of his liberty. Interrogated persons deprived of their liberty were
hatd in two segoerale sections. Those under initial investigation were raportedly not
atlowed to talk 1o sach other (putponedly (0 avoid exchange of ihformation snd
*versions of avents" betwean them). They were not allowed 10 stand tp or walk out of
the tart but they had access o water with which to wash themselves, Gnee they had
cooperated with thelr intarrogators, they were transferrad to the "prvileged” et
where the above-mentiohed restrictions were isd.

99, Ginee the establishiment of Umm Qasr camp aod 8 SUCCASENN, amn Buces,
o

31, Persons deprved of their libedy undergoing inferrogation by the CF were
allegedly subjected to frequent cursing, insulls and threats, both physical and verbal,
such as having rifles aimed at them in a general way or directly againss the temple,
the back of the head, or the stomach, and threatened with gansfer to Guantanama,
agath or indsfinite internment. Besides mentioning the genaral elimate of intimidation
rmaintained as ong of the methods used to pressure persons geprived of their fiberty
to coaperate will their inferrog ators, none of those nterviewed by the ICRG i Umm
Qasr and Camp Bucea spoke of physical il trealment during interrogation. Al
allegations of li-reatment refered lo the phase of arrest, initizl intemment {af
coflecting points, holding areas) and “actival questioning” by military intefligence
officers attached (o batile group units, prior to ransfer to Camp Bucca.
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20 Cood Apd) e GRE informed orally the pofitival sdvigor of the cornmander of
Britah Armed Foroes at the GF Cenitral Command in Bohz aboul methods of ili-
freatment used by riflitary intelligence personnel to intertagale persoins Geprived of
thair fiberty in the infemment camp of Ymom Gasi. This intervention had the
immedizte offect ta stop the systemalic use of hoods and fexi-cufls in the
interrogation sectitn of Umm Casr, Brutal reatment of persans deprived of their
fiberly slso allsgedly cessed whan the E00" MP Brgade fook aver ihe guarding of
that section in Urr Qasr, W Forees handed over Uram Qasr holding area (o the
§00™ P Brigade on 09.04.03. The BOO™ MP Brigade then buill Camp Buces two

kilometers avay.

S A3 in May 2003, the ICRC sentio the CF @ memprancum based on over 200

altenations of il-traatment of prisonars of war during caplure and interrogation &t
collecting points, battle group statlons and emporary holding areas. The atlegations
wera consistant with marks on bodies observed by the medical delegate. The
remorandum was handed over b m US Gentral Command
in Doha, Sate of Qatar. Subseguently, ene iImprovermeant consisted in the remioval of
wristhands with the remark “terodst" given to foreign datainees.

34, 1a early July the ICRC sent the CF a working paper detailing approvimataly 50
stlegations of dl-treatment In the military intelligence section of Gamp Gropper, at
Baghdad International Aitpart. They included a combination of pelty and deliberate
acts of violence simed 2t securing the cooperation of the persons deprived of their
libery with their interrogetors: thresats {to intetn individuals indefinitsly, (0 armest other
farmily members, to transfer individuale to Guantanama) against persens deprived of
thedr liverty or against members of their families (In particular wives and daughigrs),
kaoding; tight hendeufiing; use of stress pasitions knegling, squalting, standing with
mns (aised aver the head) for three or faw hours, taking aim at individuals with
rfles, striking them with rifie butls, slaps, punches, profongsd exposure fo the sun,
ard iselation in dak cetls. ICRE delegaies witnessed marks on the bodies of severs!
persens deprived of thelr iberty consistant with theair allegations. tn one Tlusirative
case, & porson deprived of his tiberly arresied at home by the GF on suspicion of
Invelvermnant in an attack against the CF, was allegedly beaten dudng interrogation in
a loeation h ihe vicinily of Camp Cropper. He alleged that he had been hooded and
cuffed with flexi-cuffs, threatenad o be lorured and killed, urinated on, kKicked in the
head, lower hack and groin, force-fed a baseball which was tied into the mouth using
& aearf and deprived of sleap for four consecutive days. fnlerrogators would allegediy
fiake twmns dlkireating him, When he said he would complain to the ICRG he was
allegedly beaten mors, An IGREC medical examination revealed hasmatoma in the
lower back, blood in urine, sensery loss in the dght hand due to tight handouffing with

flexi-cufls, and a broken b,

Shortly fter that intervention was sent, the military intelligenca intermment seaiion
was closed and persons deprived of thelrlibeny were transfertad to what became the
“High Walue Detainees” section of the aiport, a reguiar internment facility under the
command of the 115th Military Police Battalian, From this time onwards, the ICRC
chaarved thaf the il-reatment of this calegory of persons deprivad of (heir iberty by
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saititary intaligencs declined significantly and sven stopped, while hedr interragation
contivued through © he end of the year 2003

2.6 fllegations of -fregtment by fragi polics
38, The (CRC has slso collexted a growing body of sllegations relating fo
widespresd abuse of power and il-treatment of persans in the cuglody of tragi police.
This included the extensive practice of threatening fo handover these persons o the
CF %ot internment, of claiming to act under the CF fastructions, in arder to abuse their
pawer and extort money from persons taken in custody. Allegations collected by the
ICRC indicated that aumerous people had been handed over to the CF on the bagsis
af unfounded accusations (of hostility against the GF, ar balonging to epposition
forces) because they were Linabla of unwilling, to pay bribes to the police, Alleged ill-
treatment during armest and frangportation included baoding, tight handeuffing, verbal
abuse, baesgting with fists and rifle butts, and kigking. During irterrogation, the
detaining authorities allegediy whippad persons deprived of their ety with cables
on e Back, Kicked them in the lower parts of the body, including in the testicles,
randeuffed and left ther hanging from the iron birg of the call windaws or doors in
painful positions for sevara hours at a time, and butned them with cigareties {signs
on biodies withessed by ICRC delegates). Several persans deprived of thelr [iberty
alleged that they had heen made to sign a statement that they had not been allowed
to read. These allegations concerned saveral police stations in Baghdad including Al-
Crang, Al-Jiran AlKubra in al-Amariyys | Al-Hurriyyeh in AlDoura, AlSaihiyys in
Salhiyye, and Al-Baiah. Many persons deprived of their liberty drew parallels
hetween pofice practices under the occupation with thase of the former regime.

36, Inearly June 2003, for instance, a group of persons deprived of their lherty
was taken fo the former police academy afier thay had begn aresied. Thaere, they
were allegedly hooded and cuffed and made (o stand against & wall wehile »
policeman placed his pistol against their heads and pullad the trigger In a mock
exacution (the pistol was in fact unloadad); they werd aleo allegedly forced (o &t on
ehaits whera they were bit on e legs, the soles of their feet and on their sides with
stichs. They also allegedly had water poured on their legs and had ¢lectrical shotks
administered to them with stipped tips of electric wires, The mather of ane of the
persons deprived of liberty was repartedly brought in and the pelicemen threatenad
to mistreat her, Ancther person deprived of nig liberty was threatened with having his
wife brought in and raped. They were made o fingerprint their alleged confessions of
guilt, which resulted in thelr transfer to the CF 0 be interned pending trial.

7. The ICRC reminds fhe authonties of the CF that prisoners of war end other
profecied persons in the custody of occupying forces must be humanely trealfed af alf
timies, hey must not be subjected lo cruel or degraving treatment; and must be
profected against all acls of violence [Ad, 13 14, Third Geneva Convention; Art. 27,
Fousth Ganeva Convention). Torture and other forms of physitsl and psychologivs!
coercion against prisensrs of war and othar intermad persons for the purmose of
axfracling confassion or information ls prohihited in alf cases and undar all
circumstatices without exception (Arl. 17 and 87, Third Geneva Convenfion: Art. 8,
371 and 32, Fourth Geneva Convention), Canfessions extractad undar coercion or
{oturs can negver be used as evidence of guilt (Art 88, Third Genava Convanlion,
Art. 31, Fourth Gepeva Convenlion). Such violalions of intametionat Humanitarian
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Law should be thoroughly Investipated | onder la delenming responsibiliies and
peogemsde those found respongible (A 128, Thind Geneva Canvenlion aod Al 148,
Fexirth Ganeva Convention).

4 TREATHENT IN REGULAR INTERKMRENT FACILITIES

e

8.4, General cenditions of tresimeit

38 The lCRO assessed ihe treatment of persons deprived of their lberty in
regular infernment fscilities by GF personnel as respectill, with a few individual
exceptions dus 10 ingividual personalities or accasional lose of control on the part of
the gusrds, Abusive behavior by guards, when reported (o thelr afficers, was usually

guickly reprimanded and disciplined by superorg.

38, The ICRC ofien noled a serious communication gap beltwesh detantion
peraennel and persons deprived of their iberty, grimarily due to the language barrier,
which resulted it frequent misunderstandings. This was compounded by &
widespread atfitude of contempt on the part of guards, in reaction to which persons
deprived of their ibery, which often complained of belng treated like inferiars,

adopled a similar atdtude,

40, The ICRC ogcasionally uhserved persons deprived of their liverty being
stapped, roughad up, pushed around or pushed to the ground either because of poor
communication (a failure to undersiand or a misunderstanding of aiders given in
English was construed by guards as resistance of dischedience), a diarespectiu
aftitude on the part of quards, 2 refuctance by persons deprived of their tharty to

comply with orders, or aloss of lermper by guards,

41, Lisciplinary measures included being taken out of the compound, handouffed
anag made to stand, sit, squet or lie down in the sand under tha su for Up 10 three oy
four hours, depending on the breach of discipline {(digrespectiut behavior towards
guards, communication betwaen persons deprived of their Eherty translerring from
prd comacund to auother, disobeying orders); temporary suspension of cigaretie
distribution, and tamporasy segregation in disciplinary cenfinement sections of the

gatention facilities.

42,  Despite the fact thet reductions in the svailability of water or food rations or,
more cammenly, cigareties wete occasionally observed, the prohibition on collgciive
pusishment provided for undar Intemational Humanitarian Law (Ast, 26,6, 87.3, Third
Geneva Convention and A 33, Fourth Genava Convention) appearad to be

generally respected by detaining sutharities,
4.2, "High Value Detainees” section, Baghdad Intsrnationsl Aleport

43.  Since . June 2003, over a hundred "high value detainees” have been held for
nearly 23 hours a day in strict soiitary confinement in sl cancrete cells devoid of
daylight. This regime of compiete isolation strictly prohibited any contact with ather
persans deprived of thair liberty, guards, family members (except through Red Cross
Messages) and the rest of the outside world. Fven spouses ard members of the
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saie family werg subjest to this regime. Persons deprived of their ey whose
vestigation® was tearing complefion were reporiedly aliowed to exercise ogather
nufside their cells for wenty minutes twice a day or go t e showers of tollets
Yogethier. The uiber persans deprived of thelr liberty still undar interrogation
repdrtedly continued ta be interned in total "segregation” (i.e. they were allowsd (o
srarcise ouiside thelr calls for Wwenty nilnules twice e day and (0 go 1o the shewsrs
of toilets bl slways along and without any contact with others), Most had been
subjected to this regime {or the past five months, Atternpts fo contact other persons
daprivad of their lihery ar simply to exchange glances or greetings were reporiedly
sanctioned by reptimand or temporary deprivation of tme outside their ceils. Since
August 2003, the detainees have been provided with the Koeran, Thay have been
allowed to recaive books of & non-political nature, but no newspapers or magazings
on gurrent affairs. The internment regire appeared to be motivated by a combination
of security concerns (eolation of the persons deprived of their fiberly fram the outside
warld) and the eollection of intelligence. All had been undergolng interrogation since
their intermment, in spite of the fact that nene had been charged with ciminal affence.

Qn 30 Ociober 2003, the ICRC wrote fo the Detaining Autharities recommending that
this paliey be discontinuad and replacad by a regime of intermment consistent with
the CF's alligations under the Geneva Corventions.

44,  The internrmerd of parsons (n solitary confinement for months at 8 time in cells
tavoid of daylight for neary 23 hours a day is more severe than the forms of
intammant provided for in the Third and Fourth Geneva Convenlinng {investigation of
crimninat offences or disciplinary punishment). If cannot be vsed as a ragilar, ordinary
mage of holding of prisoners of war or civilian infernees. The ICRC reminds the
authonties of the Coalition Forces in fraq that infamment of Ihis kind contravenes
Articles 21, 25, 89, 80, 98, 103 of the Third Geneva Ganvantion and Ariclas 27, 41,
42, 7@, 82, 118, 125 of the Fourth Genegva Convention, The ICRC racormmends to
tha autharities of the CF that they sel vp an infammaent regime which ensures respect
for the psychologival integty and human dignily of the persons deprived of their
fiberty and thal they make sure that all persons degprived of thelr libedy ara allowed
Sufficisnt ima avery day ourside it the sunlight and fhe opportundy fo move abow

&l exeroise i the oulsids yerd.

EXCESSIVE ARD DISPROPORTIONATE USE OF FORCE AGAINST
PERSONSG DEPRIVED OF THEIR LIBERTY BY THE DETAINING
AUTHORITIES

45, Since March 2003, the ICRC recorded, snd in some cases, witnessed, a
ﬂumbef. gf lexgitienis i which guards shot al persoas deprived of their bty with fve
smimiynition, in the context either of unrest relating 1o Internment conditions or of

ascapz attempls by individuals:

&

Camp Cropper, 24 May 2003: In the contaxt of a bunger strike, unrest broke oug
in the carmp prior to ICRG visit. One person deprived of his barty suffered a gunshiot

weriryd .



Camp Gropper, @ dupe 2000 Sy persong deprived of thelr fherfly were Injured by
five anwmusition after & guard opensd fre o the group v an attempt (0 ousd &

dginongiiation.

Carnp Cropper, 12 Jure 2003 Two, of possibly threg, persons deprived of their
ety were shot at when they attermpled (o escape through te barbed wire fence,
One of them, Akheel Abd AlRussein from Baghdad, was wounded and later died
ghier being token 0 e hogpial The other peson deprived of his fhedy wes

recaptured and recaived treatment for gunshol wounds.

Abwp Ghiraib, 18 June 2003 Yihien unrest flared ug, guards from three
watchiowers opened firg 2t (e demonsiratoss, infuring seven persons deprived of
their liberty and killing another, Alaa Jasin Hassan. The authorities invastigated the
matter and concluded that the "shooting was justified as the “hree tower {guards]

determined that the tives of the interior guards were threatened”

Aby Ghraib, tate June 2003. Duting unrest, one person deprived of his fibery
was injursd by lve ammunidon when a guard openad fire,

Abu Bhraib, 24 November 2003 Outing a riot fow detainees wers killed by US MP
guards, The killing took place aftar unrest erupied in one of the compoaunds (re 4).
The detainees claimed (o be unhappy with the situstion of deterdion, Specifically,
fack of foad, clothing, but more imporiantly the ack of judicizl guarantees and,
aspecially imoortant duting the time of Eid al-Fitr, tack of farnily visits or lack of
contacts 8h together. The defainees alleged (0 have gathared near the gate
wharaupon the guards panicked and started shoofing. Inifially, non-lethal ammynition
was used which was subseguently replacad by live ammunition.

The report handed over by the CF {0 the ICRC siates that detainees were frying lo

force open the gate, It fJurther states that several verbal warnings were given and

. pen-lethal ammunition fired &l the erowd Afler 25 minutes deadly force was applied
resulting in the death of four datsiness.

The narrative report furnished by the CF does nnt address the reagon for the rict in
any way and does riot give any recommendations as to ow 3 simitay incident could
e avolded. It doas not question the use of lethal Torce during such an incident,

Camp Bueca, 16-22 Ape] 2003 ICRC delegates witnessed a sheoting incident,
which caused the death of one person deprived of his liberty and injury of ancther. A
first shut was fired on the ground by @ soldier located outside the compound in a bid
ia rescue one of the guards, allegedly being threstenad by a prisoner of war armed
with 8 stick: the secand shot injured a prisaner of war in the teft foraarm, and the third
shot killed another priscner of war.

ENAS



Lamp Buses, 24 Seplember 2003 Following urrest in & section of the camp,
atie person deprived of tis libety, allagedly hrowing stones, was fred upoe by o
guard in & waichiowar He sufferad g gqunshol watind to the upper pat of the chaest,
fhiz bullet passed through the chest and exited form the hack. The nvestigation
unigertaken by the CF concluded that "the compound guards corrently utifized the
tuies of engagemient and hat numerous non-lethal raunds were dispersed to no
avail!. The persan deprived of hig libery "wis the victim of g justifisble shooting”. An
[CRE delegate and an intarprater witnessed most of the events. Al ro point did the
narsons deprived of their fiberdy, and the victim shot a8, sppear to pose a serious
threat to the life or security of the guards who could kave respondad (o the situation
with less brutal measures. The shooting showed a clear disregard for human life and

security of the persons deprived of their iberty.

4. These incidents werg investigated summarily by the OF. They concluded in all
cages that 2 legitimate use of frearms had been made against parsons deprived of
thetr libary, who, except parbaps in Abu Ghraip on 13 June 2003, wers uearmed and
dig not appear to posa any senous threat 1o anyone's life justifving the use of
firzarms, I all casas, less exireme maasures could have besn used 1o quell the
dempnstrations or nevtralize parsnng deprived of thelr liberty trving to escape,

47, In connection with the 22 September 2003 incident, the ICRE wrote on 23
Dotober @ the Conunander of the 800™ MP Rrigade and recommended the adoption
of crowd conirol medeures consigtent with the rules and principies of the Third and
Fourth Geneva Conventions and other applicable infathational norms relating to the
use of foree or fire arms by law-enforcement persannel.

4. Since May 2003, the ICRC repeatedly recommended 1o the GF (o use non-
lathal mathods to deal with demensirations, riots or escape attempts, In Gamnp
Gropper, its recommandations were heeded. After initial deptorable incidents no
further shooting of persons deprived of their liberty has nceured sincg Novermber
2003, n mid-duly, the ICRC wilnessed a demonstration in that eamp: in spite of some
violenes by the persons deprived of their llverty, the problem wag efficiently deal with
by the camp commander without any excessive use of furce. He called in antidot
military policemen, refrained from any act thal might have provoked further anger
from the persons deprived of their liberty, waited patisntly for the emations to calm
dawt and then sought (o establish dislogue with the persons deprived of (heir liberty
thraugh their section representatives, The unrest was quieied down without any

violence.

48,  The ICRG reminds the authontias of the CF that the use of fireanns against
persong ceprvad of their liberty, especially agains! those who are ascaping or
affempting {0 escaps 5 an exlreme measure which should rot be disproporicnete ta
the fegitimate objsctive [0 be achisved (o approhend the individuel) and shall elways
bie preceded by weming sopropriafe fo the circumstancas (At 42 Third Geneva

Convention).

The CF defaining parsonnel should be provided with adaqguate fraining 1o deal with
incidents in their internment faciities, Firagrms shauld nof be used except when a
suspected offendar offers armad resisiance ar otherwise feopardizes the lives of
othars snd only when less extrome measures are nol sufiicient to restrain or
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spprebend him (Articls 3 of the Code of Conduct for Law Enforvement Qffcials and
Article © of the Basle Principles on e Use of Force and Fireaima by Law

Enfarcement Officials).

ta avery nstence In witich a firgarm is oischarged, & report shoufd be rrad® prormplly
i the competent authonties, Al deaths or senous fnfuries of a person deprived of his
kbedy causad or suspedted iu have been caused by & senlbry should be inmeaiately
felfowad by 8 propet inquliry by the Detaining Power which shoutd ensure the

aragepution of any personfs) found raspansible (Ad, 121, Thind Geneva Convention,

Art 131, Fourth Geneva Cffsm»fenffan)

&. SEIZURE ANG CORNFIS {S&T R OF PRVATE BELORGHN
BEPRIVED OF THEIR LIBERTY

50.  The ICRC colfected numercus allegations of seizure and confiscation of
private property (money, cars and other valuables) by the CF in the contend of
arrests, In only a few cases were receipls 1ssied 1o the arrested parson or his family,
detailing the items confiscated. This was peiceived by parsons deprived of their
finerty as outright theft or pitiage. The following examples will serve fo Tustrate the

allegations:

NGS OF PERSONES

amaunt& m manc-ay 'snd persanal effects were camcscated by the CF when he Was
arrestad at his home on 27-28 May 2003, The items confiscated allegadly
inctuded 71,450,000 lragi dinars, 14,000 US dollars, two wedding fings, a video
samera, a walch, reat-estale properly documants, 1S wile's residental
documents, his father's will, his private diaties, as well as most of the Tamily
zﬁfwate d(}ﬁurﬂf?mb amﬁ persanal ndentlty and c:i:hc.r papera

mﬁ» G 21 Au;}ust 2003
Sralaimed that bis money and Wwo carg

'L!’JM mnﬁsc-ted when he was arresiced by the CF an 11 August 2003,

§1. in Camp Cropper, Camp Bucca and Abu Ghralb, a systern was gradually put
in place whereby personal belongings in the possession of persons deprived of their
liberty at the ime of their arrival in these faciliies which they cduld not keen with
them (maney, ofther valuables, spare clothing, identity papers) were registered and
kept untit their release. In these cases, a receipt was usually issued ‘o the person
deprived of his ibery and his belongings ware returned whén he was released.
Rowever, this system toak no ascount of the property seized during arrest.

82.  Inresponse lo property loss or damage caused (O property by the CF during
raids and also o complaints regarding pension or safaries, the CF astablished a
compensalion system apen to everyons, including internees and the yeneral public.
Complaints could be filed at General tnformation Centers (GIC), st up under the
responsibility of the Mumanitarian Assistance Coondination Cemerg (HACC).



5 fich in problemetic givan thal aresting authoniies srely issue
recaists, etiould back claims. The 1CRT s not yet sble to assess e efficiency of this
sompengalion systam although it nas had the possibility to visit one of the RICs.
There are nine G10s In the ity of Baghdad and one it the clty of Mosul, there are
Howeaver nang i tha other parte of the coutitry therefora depriving a targe nurber of
parsans of the possihility to {ile complaintg

Fupporting evidence, w

Py

84, i sccardance with infernafionaf tegal provisiens, the ICRC reminds the
authanties of the GF thel pillage s prohibited by Intgmational Humianilarian Law (AT,
33, Fourth Geneva Convention), that privale property may not be confiscatad (A,
4G.8, 1907 Hague Convention Ng IV}, and that an army of occupation can only take
pogsession of cash, funds, and realizable securilies which are stictly the properly of

the State. (A 53, 1807 Hague Convention jo (V).

in addition, persans deprived of their iibery shall be permilied o relsin articles of
persanat use. Valuahles may nat be taken from them excap! in accordance with an
sslablishad procedure and recelple must he issued. (A, 18, 68.2, Third Geneva
Convention and AN 97, Fourth Geneva Convention),

7. EXPOSURE OF IKTERNEESIDETAINEES TO DANGEROUS TASKS

54, On 3 September 2003 in Camp Bucca, three persons deprived of thelr liberty
were severely injured by the expiosion of what apparently was 8 cluster bomiy

bilateral balow-kneg

& bilsteral above-kneg
amputation
e o {left ahove-knee

They were par! of 2 group of 10 persong deprived of their ibery invalved in voluntary
warke o clear rubibish atong the barbed-wire fence of the camp, They were transferred
to the British Field Military Hospital whete they received sppropiiate madical
reatmant, Thelr injuries reguired fimb amputations.

45, On 23 Oclober 2003, the ICRC wiole to the officer commanding the 8000 pmp
Brigede to request an investigation nto the incident, The ICRC encouraged the CF
net 1o engage persans deprived of their ibeety th dangerous labour.

86.  The ICRC rscommends lo the authoritias of the GF that aff three viclims be
propedy compensaled as provided for by both Third and Fourth Geneva Conmventions
(Art. 68, Third Geneva Convenlion and Art. 95, Fourth Geneva Convention),
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CTECTION OF PERSONS DEFRIVEDR OF THEIR LIBERTY AGAINGT

&, [
SHELLING

7. Since its resgening by (he GF, Al Ghwaib prison has been the target of
frequant night sheling by mortars gnd siher weapons, which resulled, o several
gocasiong, in persone deprived of thelr iberty being killed o injured. During the
menth of. July, the Commander of the facility reported at least 25 such atiacks, Cn 16
August, thrse mentar roungs landad in the prison cempound, killing =t least five and
injering 67 persons deprived of their tibedy. Subseguent altacks caused Murther
deaths and injuries, An ICRC tear visited Abu Ghralb an 17 August 2nd noticed the
tack of protective measuras: while the GF personngl ware living in concrate buildings,
-zt persons deprived of their herty were sheltered under tants In compounds which
had no bunkers of any other protection, rendering them totally vuinerable o shelling.

Parsong daprived of their ibenly afleged that they had not been advised on what io
do tn protect themselves In the svent of shelling. They were dismayed and felt that
the authorities "did not care”, After these alfacks, security was improved around the
prison compound to reduce the risk of further aftacks. However, steps taken (o
ensiie the protection of persons deprived of their liberty remained insufficient, The
inmates were allowed to it and place sandbags around the perdmeter of each tent,
By late October, sandbags had nol been placed around &l tenis and those sandbags
that were in place did net offer adequate prolection from shelling or projectite

eplusions.

8. In accordance with Infermational Humenitarian Law provisions, the ICRC
rediiticls the authonlias of the GF ihat the detaining powar must rof set up places of
ierfernmant i amay partictdarly exposed (o the dangers of war {Ad, 231, Third
Geneva Convenfion and A, 83, Fourth Geneva Convention), In &l places of
intemment exposed (o air ralds and other hazards of war, shelters adeguste in
sumber and structirs (o ansurs the pecessary pratection must be made available. In
the event of an alarm, the intemees must be froe o enfer such shelters gs quickly as
possibie (At 23.2, Thind Geneva Convantion and Ad. 88, Fourh Geneva
Comeanlion). When & plsce of intermmant is found lo be uassls, persons deprven of
thelr liherly should be fransferrad (o other places of interment, ofering adequale
securily end living oonditions in accordance with the Third and Fourth Genova

Cromdenticns,
CORNGLUEMGN

8. This ICRC report documents serious violations of International Humanitarian
Law Felating to the congitions of treatment of the persons deprived of thair fidedy held
by the CF in frag. In paricular, it establishes that persons deprived of their fiberty
_fat;e the risl of being subjested to 2 process of physical and psychological coersian,
in some cases anfamount @ tortwre, in the earty stages of the inferamaent process.

6. Once the inerrogation process is ever, the conditions of treatment for the
persons deprixfed of their liberty generzlly irmprove, except in he “High Value
Detaines" section at Baghdad International Airport where persons deprived of their
iberty have been held for nearly 23 hours a day in strict selitary canfirement in small



